I
attended the fourth IEEE Applied Ele c t r om ag ne t ic Co n fe r e nc e (AEMC) 2013, which was organized by the IEEE Antennas and Propagation (AP) and IEEE Microwave Theory and Techniques (MTT) Chapter of the IEEE Kolkata Section and hosted by Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT), Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India. The biennial AEMC was held in 2007, 2009, and 2011 in Kolkata, West Bengal, India. AMEC 2013 was the first time it was held outside Kolkata, in the historic and beautiful capital city of Odisha.
The general chair was Prof. Rabin Mishra, Berhampur University, the local organizing chair was Prof. A.K. Sen, and the treasurer was Prof. S. Sahu, KIIT. The unique aspect of the conference was the presence of dignitaries from both the IEEE and KIIT. Prof. Raj Mittra was the honorary chair. He tirelessly patronized the conference from the beginning to the end, attending almost every session. Prof. Madhu Gupta, then president of IEEE MTT Society, delivered the keynote speech "Indian Nobel Laureate in Physics Dr. C.V. Raman." Prof. Gupta, with his usual pedagogical presentation style, highlighted Raman's biography, his contributions in optics in the beginning of 20th century, and the modern applications of his contributions to optics. The reception ceremony and cultural program, followed by an open-sky moonlit dinner, were held in the central auditorium of KIIT and Campus 9, respectively, on 18 December. The founder of KIIT and KISS, Dr. A. Samanta, hosted us with great joy and humility. Two bonfires were led by Prof. Mittra and Prof. Gupta in the open garden of Campus 9. The openarea dinner in the moonlit night, with students, dignitaries, and delegates from India, the United States, Australia, Canada, and many other countries, made a festive session. Following the dinner, we came back to our hotels at around 11:00 p.m. The famous Odissi dance was the main attraction of the reception night.
The next AEMC 2015, to be held in the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Guwahati, Assam, India, was announced by the host, Prof. Ratnjit Bhattacharya, IIT Guwahati. The second day of the conference was full of very interesting oral sessions and a poster session after lunch. Two best paper awards were offered to Neeraj Kumar, Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, for his paper, "Jacobi-Davids, on Iteration Conference, Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India, [18] [19] [20] The organizing committee kindly allowed me to present a talk "Tributes to Past and Present Indian Educationists and Impact of Attending International Conferences on a Research Active Academic."
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The Indian cuisine (sumptuous dinners and lunches were served at the conference) kept us energetic and made the event memorable. We gathered in the dining room and made friends with many delegates. The third (and last) day was opportune with two solicited talks by Prof. M.S. Palma and T.K. Sarkar. I learned that they made big efforts to join the conference on the same day. The third day was also full of interesting talks in four parallel sessions.
The conference venue, KIIT, is a modern campus with all state-of-theart facilities. The local hospitality was remarkable with student and staff volunteers. Transportation and accommodations were also provided in KIIT guest houses and high-quality hotels in Bhubaneswar.
More than 100 papers were presented orally in four parallel sessions. Though there was no clear demarcation of sessions, the presentations can be classified into a few interesting formats: 1) Keynotes and invited talks: "Tributes to C.V. Raman," "Computational EM," and "Small Antennas and Sensor Modeling," by keynotes speakers M. Gupta, R. Mittra, M. Gustafsson, and J.C. Goswami, respectively 2) Tutorials: "Packaging" by Prof. M.Q.
Swaminathan of Georgia Tech 3) Regular sessions: oral presentations on various topics including numerical techniques, metal materials, frequency selective surface, ultrawideband antennas, active and passive designs, switched-beam phased arrays, microwave biomedical imaging, RFID, sensors, and fabrication techniques 4) Poster sessions: covered many areas of the above topics. Altogether, 120 papers in various forms were presented. The most beautiful part of the conference was wholehearted participation of dignitaries and delegates. They made extra efforts to attend the conferences keeping their difficulties and busy schedules aside. Except for only a few exceptional circumstances, the attendance was 100%. The cosy meeting brought old and new friends and colleagues together with a very congenial setting.
The open-sky moonlit night conference dinner at KIIT Campus 9. From left: Dr. Karmakar; Prof. Poddar (Jadavpur University); Dr. A. Samanta, founder KIIT and KISS; and Prof. D. Guha, chair, IEEE AP/MTT, Kolkata Chapter. A regular session at AEMC 2013, KIIT, Bhubaneswar. design, so perhaps I'm not impartial, but I think it's clever and descriptive.
I've also worked on the International Microwave Symposium (IMS), the IEEE MTT-S IMS, in various capacities. It's been around for decades under that name, but many people still refer to it as "the MTT." I even know one person who thought that MTT-S stood for MTTShow, not MTT-Society. Traditionally, the IMS has a new logo every year, which makes it difficult to create an identity. Recently, an MTT-S committee, under the leadership of J.K. McKinney, undertook the task of coming up with a permanent logo and identity for the IMS. The message should be that IMS is an event where people meet and learn formally and informally. It's an opportunity to dialog with old colleagues and acquaintances and to make new associations. I think the new IMS logo does well at conveying the right message for the event.
The new IMS logo made its initial appearance in Tampa this year, and it will become more visible when we are in Phoenix next May. Eventually, it will replace the annual logo and help IMS create a stronger identity.
While we don't have a standard IMS uniform, for a number of years we've been outfitting student volunteers with bright yellow shirts. This was so that IMS attendees could easily identify people that can offer them help. So think carefully before you wear a bright yellow shirt to the next IMS.
